
Geographical Indications (Gls) are associated with the legacy of a product connected with a specific 
location having unique blend of nature, culture, tradition, and artisan. In India, there are several 
registered Gls and there are numerous Gls which are not yet registered officially, but are potential 

registerable Gls.

Gl based on classes to Natural Goods, Food Stuff
Manufactured Goods,

Handicrafts or Agricultural Goods

Legal Protection from
unfair usage

Gl based on uniqueness,
weather, and terrain of the 

place of origin

Gl Sign or symbol
indicating Geographical

Origin or location

Social Uplifting and
continuing the

Legacy of the Nation

Prevents counterfeiting and
ensures genuineness of

products
Preservation of local Culture,

Tradition, and Legacy

Registered by the Authorized
community of the Gl

Economic empowerment to
Artisans, Producers, and

Manufacturers

700+ registered Gls and
numerous unregistered Gls

existence in India
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RAW MATERIALS
Black Soil (Aari mitti or Chikti mitti), Rice Husk (Bhoosa), River side soil (Rui mitti), Cow Dung, 
Red Soil, Bean Leaves, Wax (Bee wax and Paraffin Wax), Bell Metal, Fire Wood (Jalawan), Wood

Coal  

BASTAR DHOKRA

UNIQUENESS

REGISTERED 
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Dhokra craft is practiced by the Ghadawa community of Bastar, involves casting brass and bronze 
using the ancient vanishing wax technique. Rich in tribal symbolism and religious motifs, these 
handcrafted items - like animal figures, idols, and puja accessories - carry cultural depth but limited 
utility. The name 'Ghadwa' reflects their process of melting and molding metal, linking the art to 

centuries-old traditions and spiritual beliefs.

Its uniqueness lies in profound cultural symbolism and religious roots, reflecting tribal life through 
temple accessories and earthy expressions crafted in metal.

METHOD OF PRODUCTION
Dhokra craft is produced through a complex twelve-step manual process involving clay modeling, 
wax string decoration and multiple soil layering techniques. The wax-covered model is fired in a 
traditional furnace and molten brass or bronze is poured into channels to replace the wax, creating 
the final cast. After cooling, the outer mould is broken and the product is cleaned and finished 

for display.

 

 

 

 
 

Price

Handicrafts
Class of Goods

6 & 21

Bastar
district of Chhattisgarh

Type of Goods

Geographical LocationProof of Origin
4500 years old

 Approx.
more than 500 families

No. of Families Involved
Approx.

Rs. 600 onwards
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