
Geographical Indications (Gls) are associated with the legacy of a product connected with a specific 
location having unique blend of nature, culture, tradition, and artisan. In India, there are several 
registered Gls and there are numerous Gls which are not yet registered officially, but are potential 

registerable Gls.
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PAWNDUM

UNIQUENESS
Pawndum is a vibrant woven textile with multi-colored bands on a dark background, traditionally 
used in the Khuallam dance and as a shroud. It showcases Mizo women's artistic talent and is 
worn during significant cultural events and as dowry. Historically, it served various roles, including 
night covers for young men and symbols of mourning and respect for deceased village chiefs.

Cotton yarns, Dyes, Natural fibers

REGISTERED 

Pawndum is a woven textile made on a traditional loin loom, originally using homespun cotton 
dyed with natural dyes, now replaced by synthetic yarns. It features a deep black woof crossing 
multi-colored warp threads, enhancing their brilliance. Used as a shroud, it measures about 65" 

in length and 35" in breadth, though sizes can vary. The textile is highly regarded for its
craftsmanship and cultural significance.

METHOD OF PRODUCTION
The production of Pawndum, traditionally woven by women, begins with preparing yarns that 
were originally homespun cotton dyed with natural dyes but now often replaced by durable acryl-
ic yarns. The weaving process, traditionally done on a loin loom, is now also performed on frame 
looms, zo looms, and fly shuttles. The loom is set up with warp yarns, and the weaver uses a 
shuttle to pass the weft yarns through, beating them into place with a sword to create the fabric. 

The one-up-one-down plain weave technique is repeated until the fabric is complete. 
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Price
Approx.

Rs. 250 onwards

Handicrafts
Class of Goods

24 & 25

McDonald Hill, Zarkawt,
Aizawl, Mizoram

Type of Goods

Proof of Origin
1950

Geographical Location

Approx.
600 families

No. of Families Involved
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