ABOUT Gl

Geographical Indications (Gls) are associated with the legacy of a product connected with a specific
location having unique blend of nature, culture, tradition, and artisan. In India, there are several
registered Gls and there are numerous Gls which are not yet registered officially, but are potential
registerable Gis.

Gl based on classes to Natural Goods, Food Stuff
Manufactured Goods, Handicrafts
or Agricultural Goods

Gl based on uniqueness,
weather, and
terrain of the place of origin

Legal Protection from
unfair usage

Registered by the Gl Sign or symbol

Authorized indicating
community of the Gl Geographlcal. Origin
or location

Economic empowerment
to Artisans, Producers,
and Manufacturers

Social Uplifting and
continuing the Legacy of
the Nation

100+ registered Gls and Prevents counterfeiting

numerous unregistered Gls and ensures
existence in India genuineness of products
Preservation of local Culture,
Tradition,
and Legacy

A G reflects a shared heritage that has evolved over generations, deeply influenced by local knowledge, distinctive environments,
and cultural traditions. It highlights that certain products are far more than just items of trade; they represent the history,
narratives, and dedication of the artisans, farmers, and communities who have kept these practices alive. By recognizing this
inherent value, the Gl system establishes a structure to safeguard and encourage these traditions, ensuring they thrive and adapt
in today’s competitive landscape.
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BANARAS BROCADES AND SAREES 9

Banaras Brocades and Sarees are luxurious handwoven silk textiles from Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh,
renowned for their gold and silver zari work, intricate motifs, and rich cultural symbolism. These
sarees are prized for their opulent texture, fine craftsmanship, and are traditionally worn during
weddings, festivals, and ceremonial occasions.

UNIQUENESS

Banaras brocades are distinguished by their compact weaving, metallic sheen, and detailed motifs like
kalga, bel, and jhallar. Techniques such as meenakari, alfi, and kinkhwab are unique to the region. The
use of naksha design, extra warps and wefts, and hand-drawn patterns reflect centuries-old weaving
traditions passed down through generations.

RAW MATERIALS

Pure Silk Yarn, Gold/Silver Iari, Jacquard Cards, Natural Dyes, Traditional Looms

Price Number of Families Involved
Approx. Rs. 3000 Approx.
onwards | lakh families

(lass of Goods
23, 24,25 & 26

Proof of Origin
14" Century

Geographical Location
Varanasi and surrounding

Type of Goods
districts, Uttar Pradesh.

Handicraft

METHOD OF PRODUCTION

Silk yarn is twisted, dyed, and prepared for weaving. Designs are drawn by nagshaband, punched into
jacquard cards, and woven on handlooms using zari and silk threads. Techniques like meenakari and alfi
add color and texture. The process is labor-intensive, requiring precision and artistry at every stage.
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