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History of Paintings in India

The Ajanta Caves depict the past lives
and rebirths of the Buddha, along with
other ancient tales through
magnificent paintings, one of the finest
and most renowned examples of
ancient Indian art.

During the medieval and early modern
periods, various painting  styles
flourished across India. Different
regions developed their own distinctive
forms of art, giving rise to Mughal,
Pahari, Rajasthani, and many other
regional styles.
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“Bridging the Divine through Art”

In the heritage village of Raghurajpur,
Odisha, lived Madhab, a young artist
devoted to the traditional art of Pattachitra.
While others sought city jobs, he chose to
preserve his ancestors’ craft

Despite financial struggles, Madhab's
dedication never faded. His art slowly
gained recognition as tourists and
collectors began to admire his
devotion and intricate work.

Today, Madhab trains young artists in his
village, teaching them that Pattachitra is
more than painting—it's a reflection of
discipline, devotion, and Odisha'’s timeless
culture. Through his hard work, the colors
of tradition continue to shine brighter with
every stroke of his brush.
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TYPES OF PAINTINGS =7

Wall-paintings: Large scale works either in temples, caves or palatial
settings (e.g., Ajanta murals, Kerala murals).

Contemporary/Modern paintings:

Indian artists in the 20th/2Ist century
blending traditions and global influences;
this is of course less “traditional form” but
part of the continuum
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Panel/Canvas paintings:
Traditional styles such as
Thanjavur paintings using
wood panels and gold
foil, moving toward
modern art canvases.
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Do you know?

Indian painting traditions date back over
2,000 years.

Traditional artists used 100% natural
dyes — red from minerals like geru,
black from soot, and white from
conch shells.

Most classical Indian paintings
revolve around religious stories,
deities, folklore, and nature.
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GI Cherieshed

Indian
Paintings

Paintings, recognized by GI Tag for their rich history and origin.

e Gond Painting of Madhya Pradesh - Gond Painting
transforms simple lines and dots into captivating stories of
life, nature, and mythology.

e Madhubani Paintings (Bihar) — It is known for its detailed
designs and bright colors. Traditionally made on walls and
floors.

e Orissa Pattachitra (Odisha) — The art depicts mythological
scenes and stories, connecting viewers to ancient tales of
Krishna, Vishnu, Ramayana, and Mahabharata.

e Thanjavur Painting (Tamil Nadu) — Renowned for its vivid

colors, detailed designs, and gold foil.
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This festival , Don’t
Just Celebrate

ChOOSC thﬁ hands over machines

Choose real over prints

Choose local over imports

Choose emotion over money
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Join the QJ
#MyIndianPaintings .
Movement

Buy Gl-tagged Indian paintings
Share a picture with your paintings

Tag your paintings with

#IndianPaintings #BuylndianPaintings
#HandmadeArt #CulturelnPaintings
H ArtElegance #TraditionalPaintins

[F YOU WANT TO SUPPORT THIS
MOVEMENT

POWERING INDIGENOUS INTELLECT
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