ABOUT Gl

Geographical Indications (Gls) are associated with the legacy of a product connected with a specific
location having unique blend of nature, culture, tradition, and artisan. In India, there are several
registered Gls and there are numerous Gls which are not yet registered officially, but are potential
registerable Gis.

Gl based on classes to Natural Goods, Food Stuff
Manufactured Goods, Handicrafts
or Agricultural Goods

Gl based on uniqueness,
weather, and
terrain of the place of origin

Legal Protection from
unfair usage

Registered by the Gl Sign or symbol

Authorized indicating
community of the Gl Geographlcal. Origin
or location

Economic empowerment
to Artisans, Producers,
and Manufacturers

Social Uplifting and
continuing the Legacy of
the Nation

100+ registered Gls and Prevents counterfeiting

numerous unregistered Gls and ensures
existence in India genuineness of products
Preservation of local Culture,
Tradition,
and Legacy

A G reflects a shared heritage that has evolved over generations, deeply influenced by local knowledge, distinctive environments,
and cultural traditions. It highlights that certain products are far more than just items of trade; they represent the history,
narratives, and dedication of the artisans, farmers, and communities who have kept these practices alive. By recognizing this
inherent value, the Gl system establishes a structure to safeguard and encourage these traditions, ensuring they thrive and adapt
in today’s competitive landscape.
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CHUNAR BALUA PATTHAR 9

Chunar Balua Patthar is a natural reddish-buff sandstone from Chunar, Mirzapur district, Uttar
Pradesh, known for its fine grain, durability, and architectural versatility. Used in temples, forts, ghats,
and monuments, it has adorned structures like the Ashokan Pillar, Chunar Fort, and Taj Mahal, making
it a symbol of heritage stonework.

UNIQUENESS

This stone is admired for its uniform texture, weather resistance, and aesthetic shades-ranging from
pink to beige. It retains its lustrous finish even after years of exposure, and is easily cut, carved, and
polished. With over 285 historic quarries, Chunar sandstone has shaped India's architectural legacy
from prehistory to modernity.

RAW MATERIALS

Natural Sandstone

Price Number of Families Involved
Approx. Rs. 50 Approx
to 2000 '

20000 families

(lass of Goods
19

Proof of Origin
3" Century

Geographical Location
Mirzapur, Chandauli, and
Sonbhadra, Uttar Pradesh.

Type of Goods
Natural Goods

METHOD OF PRODUCTION

Stone is quarried manually or mechanically, then transported to workshops. Artisans use chisels,
hammers, and polishing tools to shape it into blocks, slabs, tiles, or sculptures. The process includes
cutting, carving, smoothing, and finishing, often tailored for construction, restoration, or decorative use.
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