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The history of handicrafts in Assam is closely linked to the region’s social,
religious, and agrarian traditions, evolving over distinct historical periods.
As early as the 7th century, Assamese communities began developing
refined craft traditions using locally available materials such as bamboo,
cane, clay, and metal. 

The Sarthebari metal craft, dating back to the 7th century, is one of
Assam’s oldest metal traditions. From the same period, the Assam Japi also
emerged as a significant craft form. The japi originated as a farmer’s
protective hat and gradually evolved into a symbol of respect, honor, and
Assamese identity, prominently used in ceremonies and cultural events. In
contrast, the Majuli mask-making tradition developed later, around the 16th
century.

Together, these crafts reflect the historical layers and enduring cultural
heritage of Assam.

History of Handicrafts 
in Assam
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Assam’s handicraft universe is diverse. Hand-loomed textiles, Wood
crafts, Ceramics and terracotta crafts, Metal crafts, Traditional musical
instruments, and Household utilities all coexist and frequently overlap
across communities and regions.

Art, Artist and Assam

 Handicrafts in Assam | RIPA



Diversity in
materials and

techniques

What Makes Assam’s
Craft Tradition Unique
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Continuity of
tradition and
community
knowledge

Cultural-social
embedding

Connection
with nature

and
environment

Assam’s handicrafts are a treasure, incredible, timeless, and
deeply meaningful.
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 Majuli Mask of Assam
The river-island of Majuli in Assam is
known for its classical mask-making
tradition. Masks are handcrafted using
bamboo, cane, clay, and natural colours;
these are often used in traditional dance-
drama (like Satriya), religious theatre, and
as decorative art.

These masks are more than objects; they
are storytellers. They express mythological
narratives, spiritual themes, folk-tales, and
community beliefs.

The town of Sarthebari in Assam is famous
for its bell-metal and brass craft tradition.
Bell metal is an alloy of copper and tin.
Artisans manually cast, heat-treat, hammer
and shape metal into utensils, decorative
items, religious articles, trays (like the iconic
Xorai), bowls, and more.

This heritage craft, Sarthebari Metal Craft,
is among the oldest continuing art-forms in
Assam, with roots possibly as far back as
the 7th century AD.

Sarthebari Metal Craft
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Assam Bihu Dhol
The Assam Bihu Dhol is a traditional,
barrel-shaped, double-headed drum and a
vital musical instrument that serves as a
core cultural symbol of Assam's folk
tradition. It is the soul of the region's
vibrant Bihu festival and dance, providing
the essential rhythms for the celebrations.

The Dhol is carved and hollowed out of a
single piece of quality wood, with animal
hide or parchment on both ends. The left
side is typically larger to produce deeper
tones.

Perhaps one of the most iconic symbols of
Assam, the Assam Jaapi is a conical hat
woven from bamboo and palm/leaves.
Historically worn by farmers and villagers
as protection against sun and rain, today it
is also used ceremonially, given as a mark
of respect or hospitality, and as a
decorative item. The Jaapi has deep
cultural resonance with Assamese identity.

Jaapis convey a tale of rural life, tradition,
respect, and craftsmanship as cultural
memento.

 Assam Japi
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Assam Asharikandi
Terracotta Craft

The village of Asharikandi in Dhubri district
has long been known as the terracotta
village of Assam.

Crafted from local clay, artisans from the
traditional pottery community shape a
wide variety of items, including dolls, toys,
lamps, figurines, ritual objects, household
wares, and decorative items. Among the
most famous are the terracotta dolls, such
as Hatima Putul, the “mother-child” doll,
which has become emblematic of Assam’s
folk art.

Pani Mateka Craft is introduced to make
environmentally beneficial items, including
paper, bags, wallets, and mats. By
eliminating the damaging weed from
wetlands, this creative trade helps preserve
water and revitalize the environment, while
providing rural artisans, especially women,
with sustainable means of living.

A Geographical Indication (GI) status has
been awarded to the craft in recognition of its
cultural value and sustainability.

Assam Pani Mateka Craft
(Water Hyacinth Craft)



Protection &
Preservation: 

GI Recognition and What
It Means
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As traditional crafts face the forces of modernization, mass
production, and changing lifestyles, preserving them, both
culturally and economically, becomes challenging. That is where
legal and institutional mechanisms play a crucial role.

One such mechanism is the Geographical Indication (GI) Tag. A GI
tag signifies that a product originates from a specific region and
possesses qualities, reputation or characteristics essentially
attributable to that origin.



GI recognition offers multiple benefits:

Authenticity guarantee: It certifies that the craft genuinely
originates from Assam, using traditional methods.

Legal protection: It helps prevent unauthorized or mass-
produced imitations that can undercut genuine artisans.

Market value and visibility: GI-tagged products often command
premium in domestic and international markets, attracting buyers
who value heritage and quality.

Empowerment of artisan communities: By safeguarding their
traditional knowledge and craft identity, GI helps ensure artisans
benefit economically and socially from their heritage.

Yet the challenge remains: modernisation, changing consumer
tastes, urban migration, loss of traditional knowledge, these pose
threats. Continued support, awareness, and responsible promotion
are crucial to ensure these crafts survive and thrive for future
generations.
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Assam has a long list of GI crafts and products, and among
them are many of the crafts showcased above. As of 2025,
there are over 30 registered GI-tag products from Assam,
covering handicrafts, handlooms, agricultural products, and
more. 



Contact:
coordinator@ripaonline.com

RIPA (Reinforce Intellectual Property Association) is a dedicated not-
for-profit organization focused on the promotion and advancement of
indigenous Intellectual Property (IP) in India, with outreach that extends
to the international stage. 

Our mission centers on addressing both current and future needs for
the growth and development of indigenous IP, actively supporting the
country’s unique innovation landscape through local research and
development initiatives. RIPA’s commitment to the IP community spans
every stage of the IP lifecycle—from idea generation to the successful
commercialization of inventions.

About RIPA
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Join Us 
To supports indigenous crafts across the country.
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