ABOUT Gl

Geographical Indications (Gls) are associated with the legacy of a product connected with a specific location
having unique blend of nature, culture, tradition, and artisan. In India, there are several registered Gls and
there are numerous Gls which are not yet registered officially, but are potential registerable Gls.
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A G reflects a shared heritage that has evolved over generations, deeply influenced by local knowledge, distinctive environments,
and cultural traditions. It highlights that certain products are far more than just items of trade; they represent the history,
narratives, and dedication of the artisans, farmers, and communities who have kept these practices alive. By recognizing this
inherent value, the Gl system establishes a structure to safeguard and encourage these traditions, ensuring they thrive and adapt
in today’s competitive landscape.

f 4
=
B

{\1\

RIPA © RIPA, Dec 2024

Awww.ripaonlinecom ——— @@)ﬂco




BODO SIFUNG

Sifung is a 25-30 inch long flute made from Owajlaw and Owathare bamboos. It is played during various occasions like
Kherai puja, Garja puja, Bwisagu festival, Domashi/Domasi festival, and marriage ceremonies. The flute has five holes for
playing and one for blowing, unlike the other Indian flute (Bansuri), which has six holes. The Bodos perform the festival of
Bwisagu to ensure the welfare of their village and to eliminate snakes through a musical ritual. They produce a tune called
'santravali’', which destroys snake eggs and limits their number.

UNIQUENESS

Sifung is a traditional musical instrument of the Bodo tribes, made from Owajlaw bamboo native to Bodoland,
Assam. It is sustainable in terms of raw material, manufacturing, and disposal. Sifung has five holes, unlike other
Indian flutes with six holes. It requires expertise and is crucial in Bodo culture, as it is used in festival
celebrations. The instrument produces a low, peaceful tone with distinct Bodo tribal music notes.

REGISTERED

RAW MATERIALS

Bamboo, Resin, Sandpaper, Wax

Price
Approx. X 1800 to

<4000 depending
upon the quality

Geographical Location
Bodoland of Assam

Type of Goods

Class of Goods Handicraft

15

Number of Families Involved

Proof of Origin '
No data available

Bodo Tribe Legacy

METHOD OF PRODUCTION

Assam Bodo Sifung is traditionally made from bamboo. The bamboo is carefully selected, dried and then
hollowed out. Holes are drilled along its length, and the flute is shaped and polished to produce a
smooth, resonating sound.
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