ABOUT Gl

Geographical Indications (Gls) are associated with the legacy of a product connected with a specific location
having unique blend of nature, culture, tradition, and artisan. In India, there are several registered Gls and
there are numerous Gls which are not yet registered officially, but are potential registerable Gls.
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A G reflects a shared heritage that has evolved over generations, deeply influenced by local knowledge, distinctive environments,
and cultural traditions. It highlights that certain products are far more than just items of trade; they represent the history,
narratives, and dedication of the artisans, farmers, and communities who have kept these practices alive. By recognizing this
inherent value, the Gl system establishes a structure to safeguard and encourage these traditions, ensuring they thrive and adapt
in today’s competitive landscape.
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BODO THORKHA

Thorka is a musical instrument made and played by Bodo tribes mainly during the festivals or celebrations
of Bwisagu and Domashi. It is made from bamboo called " Bambusa fulda".Also called bamboo clapper,
it is made by splitting a piece of bamboo lengthwise in the middle and played by holding with both hands.
Its size varies from 2' /2" feet to 3 feet in length, and it is largely used by the Bodo women. Even men and
children's also play it.

UNIQUENESS

The Thorka is a bamboo clapper used in the Bodo community in Assam, primarily made from plants like Bambusa
assamica, Barooah, and Borthakur, Bambusa tulda Roxb., Bambusa pallid Munro, Alstonia scholaris
L, Sterculia villosa Roxb., Sansevieria roxburghiana, and Artocarpus heterophyllus Lam. The
instrument, which can range from 2" 1/2" feet to 3 feet in length, has two internodes and three nodes. Its primary beat
originated from clapping hands and is popular in Bodoland, Assamese traditional music.

RAW MATERIALS

Bamboo

Geographical Location
Bodoland in Assam (Bodo Tribe)

Price
Approx. %25 to
<200 per piece depending
upon the quality

Type of Goods

Class of Goods Handicraft

5

Number of Families Involved
Approx. 1500 artisans

Proof of Origin
2000 BC

METHOD OF PRODUCTION

The process involves cutting a bamboo and marking it. Cutting it from both sides, removing parts from
both front and back sides. Then, peeling it off with a tool, leaving only the sides on. This process ensures
the bamboo is clean and ready for use.
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