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THE SILVER LEGACY OF KARIMNAGAR

Silver filigree, often called the "Silver Fringe of Karimnagar’,
is a centuries-old metal craft that defines the cultural
heritage of Karimnagar, Telangana. This intricate art
involves twisting, curling, and weaving fine silver wires into
lace-like patterns, with each piece painstakingly
handcrafted by skilled artisans.

Passed down through generations, the tradition
showcases the patience, precision, and artistry of local
families, earning the city both recognition and pride for its
enduring elegance and craftsmanship.
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Around 200 years ago, filigree work was a renowned craft
in Hyderabad State, a wealthy princely state ruled by the
Nizams. The historic hub of this craft was Elgandal (a
town near present-day Karimnagar in Telangana, India)
before the artisans permanently migrated to Karimnagar
town in the early 20th century.
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THE BEAUTY OF KARIMNAGAR'S SILVER FILIGREE

INTRICATE AND DELICATE DESIGNS

Fine Wirework
Artisans transform pure silver into thin strands and shape
them into detailed moaitifs.

Lace-Like Appearance
The interwoven silver wires create patterns that resemble
delicate lace fabric.
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VARIETY OF ARTISTIC CREATIONS

Decorative Objects

Karimnagar artisans create a wide range of decorative
items, including flower vases, jewelry boxes, trays, and
miniature sculptures.

Traditional and Modern Jewelry
Silver filigree is also used to create necklaces, earrings,
lbangles, and pendants.
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CULTURAL AND SYMBOLIC BEAUTY

Representation of Heritage
Many filigree designs incorporate motifs inspired by
Indian culture, nature, and architecture.

A Symbol of Telangana's Artistry
Its beauty is not only visual but also cultural, as it
represents generations of craftsmanship and tradition.
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GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION (Gl) RECOGNITION

A significant milestone in the preservation of Karimnagar
Silver Filigree was its recognition as a Geographical
Indication (GI) product. This status acknowledges the
unique craftsmanship and regional identity of the art
form, linking it specifically to Karimnagar. The Gl tag helps
protect the authenticity of the craft from imitations and
promotes its reputation in national and international
markets.
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About RIPA

RIPA (Reinforce Intellectual Property Association) is a
dedicated notfor-profit organization focused on the
promotion and advancement of indigenous Intellectual
Property (IP) in India, with outreach that extends to the
international stage.

Our mission centers on addressing both current and
future needs for the growth and development of
indigenous IP, actively supporting the country’s
unique innovation landscape through local research
and development initiatives. RIPA's commitment to
the IP community spans every stage of the IP
lifecycle—from idea generation to the successful
commercialization of inventions.

Join us to supports indigenous crafts across the country.

Contact:
coordinator@ripaonline.com
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