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The Art of the Hook: An Introduction

Narsapur is the birthplace of India’s finest crochet lace.
Celebrated globally for its intricate complexity, this
delicate craft transforms simple cotton threads into
masterpieces. Every knot and loop is painstakingly
brought to life entirely by hand, using just a single hook
and generations of refined artistry.
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The History of Narsapur Crochet Lace

The art of crochet lace making reached Narsapur
during the 19th century through Christian missionaries,
who introduced the craft to local women as a means of
livelihood. Over the decades, the artisans transformed
this European technique by incorporating Indian
creativity and motifs, creating a distinctive style that is
now recognized worldwide.

© 2026 RIPA




Andhra Pradesh’s Unique Crochet Lace Art | RIPA

From Raw Thread to Fine Lace

Every piece of Narsapur Crochet Lace is handcrafted
with precision and patience.

The process includes:

e Selection of high-quality cotton or thread.
Designing the lace pattern based

Hand crocheting each stitch using a crochet hook.
Joining individual motifs to create larger products
Washing, starching, and carefully finishing the lace
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Why Narsapur Crochet Lace Stands Out

e Entirely handcrafted using traditional crochet
techniques.

e Fine, intricate lace patterns with exceptional
detailing.

e No two pieces are exactly alike, making each
creation unique

e Eco-friendly and made primarily from natural
cotton.

e Supports the livelihoods of thousands of women
artisans.
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Modern Expressions of Lacework

Home Furnishings: Doilies, table runners, tablecloths,
bedspreads, and cushion covers.
Accessories & Apparel: Stoles, caps, purses, garments,

and mobile covers.
Commercial Laces: Delicate borders and edgings used

for sarees and dresses.
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Geographical Indication Recognition

Narsapur  Crochet Lace received the
Geographical Indication (Gl) tag in 2008,
recognizing its unique craftsmanship and deep
cultural connection to the Narsapur region of
Andhra Pradesh. The Gl status protects the
authenticity of the craft, prevents misuse of its
name, and ensures that only genuine products
made in the designated geographical area can
be marketed as Narsapur Crochet Lace.

© 2026 RIPA



Andhra Pradesh’s Unique Crochet Lace Art | RIPA

About RIPA

RIPA (Reinforce Intellectual Property Association) is a
dedicated notfor-profit organization focused on the
promotion and advancement of indigenous Intellectual
Property (IP) in India, with outreach that extends to the
International stage.

Our mission centers on addressing both current and
future needs for the growth and development of
iIndigenous IP, actively supporting the country’s
unigue innovation landscape through local research
and development initiatives. RIPA's commitment to
the IP community spans every stage of the IP
lifecycle—from idea generation to the successful
commercialization of inventions.

Join us to supports indigenous crafts across the country.

Contact:
coordinator@ripaonline.com
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